
23 ʻApelila 2025 
 
TO:  Mrs. Kimberly Thayer, Chair 

Maui Planning Commission 
c/o Department of Planning 
One Main Plaza 
2200 Main Street, Suite 315 
Wailuku, Maui, HI 96793 

 
SUBJECT:  RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE SOUTH MAUI COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE 
  FOR CONSIDERATION FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF ʻŌIWI RESOURCES 
 
Aloha kākou e nā komikina o ke Kōmike Hoʻolālā o ke Kalana o Maui nei,  
 
Thank you kindly to the Maui Planning Commission and the Department of Planning for your extensive 
work. Thank you for this opportunity to provide recommendations for revisions to the South Maui 
Community Plan (“SMCP”) from the Department of ʻŌiwi Resources (“Department”) with subject matter 
expertise that can help to provide information to the commission related to Hawaiian language, history, and 
culture. The department has reviewed the entirety of the SMCP from this lens and respectfully submits the 
following. 
 
The Department respectfully submits for your review and consideration a revised version of Appendix E, 
Hawaiian Word Definitions. This revised version provides definitions for each of the previously identified 
Hawaiian words as provided in the Hawaiian Dictionary, Revised and Enlarged Edition (1991) by Samuel 
Elbert and Mary Kawena Pukui, which is the current standard for Hawaiian-English, English-Hawaiian 
translation. This revised version also includes a few additional Hawaiian words that were found within the 
SMCP draft document.  All words are presented as they are listed in the Hawaiian Dictionary with accurate 
diacritical markings and summarized definitions. 
 
The Department respectfully submits for your review and consideration an added section to Appendix E, 
Hawaiian Word Definitions, that separately identifies place names and provides a possible version or  
equivalent translation. Hawaiian names are given with great consideration to observations, features, natural 
elements, weather events, notable occurrences, and legendary people. Hawaiian place names can honor 
landscape features, natural forces, or special historical and contemporary circumstances. Hawaiian place 
names are known to have many layers of meanings, so the translations provided represent some of those 
possible interpretations and are by no means intended to diminish those layers of understanding or relegate 
the meaning to only a singular translation. To note, the Hawaiian place names included may or may not 
have diacritical markings to honor all possible translations. 
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We hope that in future community planning, the Department of ʻŌiwi Resources can be more involved 
from the onset of the update, including community engagement and throughout the review process. Thank 
you for this opportunity to contribute to the SMCP in this late stage. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact my offices if you have any questions.   
 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
        J. Kaponoʻai Molitau, Director 
        Department of ʻŌiwi Resources 

 

CC:  Kate Blystone, Director, Department of Planning 
 Ana Lillis, Deputy Director, Department of Planning 



Appendix E, Part 1 ︳Hawaiian Word Definitions 
 
ahupuaʻa: A land division usually extending from the uplands to the sea, so called 
because the boundary was marked by a heap (ahu) of stones surmounted by an image 
of a pig (pua ’a), or because a pig or other tribute was laid on the altar as a tax to the chief. 
The landlord or owner of an ahupuaʻa might be a konohiki. Ahu, collection, and pua’a, 
hog. Also, a city; a village; a settlement, as the capital of said ahupuaʻa. 
 
ʻāhinahina: The silversword (Argyroxiphium sandwicense) a native plant found only at 
altitudes of 1,870 m or more on Maui and Hawaiʻi; the many long silvery leaves forming 
a rounded rosette to 60 cm in diameter; about a hundred purplish, daisy-like flowers 
borne on an erect, leafy stem, which is about 1.8 m high. 
 
ʻāina: Land, earth, country. 
 
ʻakule: Big-eyed or goggle-eyed scad fish (Trachurops crumenophthalmus), stages of 
growth are pāʻāʻā, halalū or hahalalū, and ʻakule. Name of a species of fish. 
 
aliʻi: Chief, chiefess, officer, ruler, monarch, peer, headman, noble, aristocrat, king, 
queen, commander; royal, regal, aristocratic, kingly; to rule or act as a chief, govern, reign; 
to become a chief. 
 
aliʻi nui: High chief. 
 
ʻamaʻama: Mullet (Mugil cephalus), a very choice indigenous fish. A species of fish; young 
mullet perhaps. The mullet is the most abundant and important food-fish of Hawaiʻi. This 
was and is a highly prized fish. It was cared for as a vocation in the fishponds of ancient 
Hawaiʻi. 
 
awa: A species of milkfish (Chanos chanos) highly esteemed as a food-fish. 
 
ʻeʻepa: Characters in mythology born in strange forms, as a plant, an animal, or a piece 
of rope; persons with miraculous powers. Extraordinary, incomprehensible, abnormal, 
deceitful, peculiar, as persons with miraculous powers; such persons. Many ʻeʻepa 
characters in mythology were born in strange forms, as a plant, an animal, or a piece of 
rope. Trickery or deceit that passes comprehension is also ʻeʻepa. 
 
ʻelepaio: A species of flycatcher with subspecies on Hawaiʻi. This bird was believed to 
be the goddess of canoe makers. 
 
hala: The pandanus or screw pine (Pandanus odoratissimus), native from southern Asia 
east to Hawaiʻi, growing at low altitudes, both cultivated and wild. It is a tree with many 
branches, which are tipped with spiral tufts of long narrow, spine-edged leaves; its base 
is supported by a clump of slanting aerial roots. The pineapple-shaped fruits are borne 
on female trees whereas the spikes of fragrant, pollen-bearing flowers are borne 
separately on male trees. 

https://hilo.hawaii.edu/wehe/?q=pandanus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandanus_odoratissimus


 
hale: House, building, institution, lodge, station, hall. 
 
hau: A lowland tree (Hibiscus tiliaceus), found in many warm countries, some spreading 
horizontally over the ground forming impenetrable thickets, and some trained-on trellises. 
The leaves are rounded and heart-shaped, the flowers cup-shaped, with five large petals 
that change through the day from yellow to dull red. Formerly the light, tough wood served 
for outriggers of canoes, the bast for rope, the sap and flowers for medicine. 
 
heiau: Traditional Hawaiian place of worship pre-Christianity; a shrine; a center of 
learning and governance. Heiau range from elaborately constructed stone complexes to 
earthen platforms and terraces. 
 
hui: Club, association, society, corporation, company, institution, organization, band, 
league, firm, joint ownership, partnership, union, alliance, troupe, team; to form a society 
or organization; to meet, intermingle, associate, congregate. 
 
ʻike kūpuna: Wisdom from past generations. 
 
ʻilima: Small to large native shrubs (all species of Sida, especially S. fallax), bearing 
yellow, orange, greenish, or dull-red flowers; some kinds strung for leis. The flowers last 
only a day and are so delicate that about 500 are needed for one lei. Fruits of maʻo 
(Abutilon grandifolium), when green and soft, are used with ʻilima leis, one fruit at each 
end of the lei; or the pale-green, cap-like calyx of the ʻilima flower is used. A mild laxative 
for babies is made by squeezing out the juice of flowers; this is called kanakamaikaʻi. The 
ʻilima was designated in 1923 by the Territorial Legislature as the flower of Oʻahu. It is 
related to the hibiscus. 
 
ilina: Grave, tomb, sepulcher, cemetery, mausoleum, cemetery plot. kaʻao: Legend, tale, 
novel. 
 
Kahekili: An important Maui chief who ruled for 27 years on Maui beginning in 1766, and 
for 9 years on Oʻahu from 1782. Lit., the thunder. Beach park, dive site, Kāʻanapali, Maui. 
At the north end of the Kāʻanapali Resort. The park is one of West Maui's most popular 
dive and snorkeling sites. Kahekili was a famous Maui chief who ruled for twenty-seven 
years on Maui until 1782 and then for nine years on Oʻahu. 
 
kalo: Taro (Colocasia esculenta), a kind of aroid cultivated since ancient times for food, 
spreading widely from the tropics of the Old World. 
 
Kamaʻole: Place name, Kula, Maui, meaning barren or childless. 
 
kapu: Taboo, prohibition; special privilege or exemption from ordinary taboo; sacredness; 
prohibited, forbidden; sacred, holy, consecrated; no trespassing, keep out. 
 
kaulana mahina: The position of the moon; Hawaiian lunar calendar. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hibiscus_tiliaceus


 
Keālia: A place where the salt water is brought or caused to flow inland, the sea then shut 
out and the water evaporated, leaving the salt, which may be gathered up. Lowlands so 
close to the sea that the soil becomes moist from the salt water. Pond near Kīhei, Maui. 
 
kēhau: Dew, mist, dewdrop. Name of a gentle land breeze, as of West Hawaiʻi; Kāpaʻa, 
Kauaʻi; Kula, Maui; Hālawa, Molokaʻi and Oʻahu. 
 
keiki: Child, offspring, descendant, progeny, boy, youngster, son, lad, nephew, son of a 
dear friend. 
 
kilo: Stargazer, reader of omens, seer, astrologer; to watch closely, spy, examine, look 
around, observe, forecast. 
 
kilo ʻāina: To observe, watch, and understand the natural cycles of place and how 
human activities can be adjusted to complement these cycles. 
 
kinolau: Many forms or bodies as taken by supernatural beings. 
 
koa: The largest of native forest trees (Acacia koa), with light-gray bark, 
crescent-shaped leaves, and white flowers in small, round heads. A legume with fine, 
red wood, a valuable lumber tree, formerly used for canoes, surfboards, calabashes, 
now for furniture and ukuleles. 
 
koʻa: Coral, coral head; fishing grounds, usually identified by lining up with marks on 
shore; shrine, often consisting of circular piles of coral or stone, built along the shore or 
by ponds or streams, used in ceremonies as to make fish multiply. 
 
konohiki: Headman of an ahupuaʻa land division under the chief; land or fishing rights 
under control of the konohiki; such rights are sometimes called konohiki rights.  Also, a 
person who has charge of a land with others under him. 
 
kou: A tree found on shores from East Africa to Polynesia (Cordia subcordata), with 
large, ovate leaves, and orange, tubular flowers 2.5 to 5 cm in diameter, borne in short-
stemmed clusters. The beautiful wood, soft but lasting, was valuable to the early 
Hawaiians and was used for cups, dishes, and calabashes. 
 
kuleana: Right, privilege, concern, responsibility. 
 
kupuna: Grandparent, relatives or close friends of the grandparent’s generation, 
grandaunts, and granduncles; ancestor or ancestors (plural kūpuna). 
 
Kūʻula: The name of the god of fishermen from Hawaiʻi to Kauaʻi. Hina was his wife and 
the goddess of fishermen. When the people prayed to Kūʻula and he would not give 
them fish, they then prayed to Hina to intercede with her husband. 
 



lepo: Dirt, earth, ground, filth, rubbish, silt, soil, excrement; soiled. 
 
loko kuapā: Fishpond made by building a wall on a reef. 
 
loko iʻa: Fishpond. 
 
loʻi: Irrigated terrace, especially for taro, but also for rice; paddy. 
 
māhele: Portion, division, section, zone, lot, piece, department, category, part, land 
division. 
 
mālama: to take care of, tend, attend, care for, preserve, protect, beware, save, 
maintain. 
 
maiʻa: All kinds of bananas and plantains. 
 
maiʻa pilo: A low, smooth shrub (Capparis sandwichiana) with vinelike branches, 
a member of the caper family, growing on some beaches and lava flows; leaves 
rounded-oblong; flowers white, pea-shaped, 5 cm long, with four petals 
surrounding a mass of long white stamens, open and fragrant only at night. 
 
makaʻāinana: Commoner, populace, people in general; citizen, subject 
 
makai: At or towards the sea, in opposition to mauka, inland. Ma, at, and kai, sea. 
 
mākena: Many, numerous; often, much. Conjunction of make and ana, a dying. To 
mourn, that is, to make the sound of mourning; to mourn; to wail, as for the dead; to 
mourn, as at the death of a relative or friends; to mourn in any manner. 
 
mauka: Ma, preposition, and uka, inland. Inland, in a direction opposite to the sea; 
opposite to makai, towards the sea. 
 
Menehune: Legendary race of people who worked at night, building fishponds, roads, 
temples; if the work was not finished in one night, it remained unfinished. 
 
mōʻī: King, queen, sovereign, monarch, ruler, ruler.  
 
moku: District, island, islet, section. 
 
mokupuni: Island (moku an island, and puni, to surround). Land surrounded by water.  
 
moʻo: Lizard, reptile of any kind, dragon, serpent; water spirit. 
 
moʻolelo: Story, tale, myth, history, tradition, literature, legend, journal, log, yarn, fable, 
essay, chronicle, record, article. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capparis_sandwichiana


naupaka: Native species of shrubs (Scaevola) found in mountains and near coasts, 
conspicuous for their white or light-colored flowers that look like half flowers. 
 
niu: The coconut (Cocos nucifera), a common palm in tropical islands of the Pacific and 
warm parts of eastern Asia; coconut meat or oil. Hawaiians used all parts of the tree. 
 
ʻohana: Family, relative, related.  
 
ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi: Hawaiian language.  
 
paʻakai: Salt. 
 
pā pōhaku: Stone wall. 
 
pili: A grass (Heteropogon contortus) known in many warm regions, formerly used for 
thatching houses in Hawaiʻi; sometimes added to the hula altar to Laka, for knowledge 
to pili or cling; thatch (preceded by ke). 
 
pulu: A soft, glossy, yellow wool on the base of tree-fern leaf stalks (Cibotium spp.). It 
was used to stuff mattresses and pillows and at one time was exported to California. 
Hawaiians stuffed bodies of their dead with pulu after removing vital organs. 
 
puʻuhonua: Place of refuge, sanctuary, asylum, peace, and safety.  
 
ʻuala: Sweet potato. 
 
ʻuhaloa: A small, downy, American weed (Waltheria indica var. americana), with ovate 
leaves and small, clustered yellow flowers. Leaves and inner bark of root are very bitter 
and are used for tea or chewed to relieve sore throat. 
 
waʻa: Canoe. 
 
wā kahiko: Ancient times, antiquity. 
 
wahi kūpuna: Ancestral place, location, site or setting. 
 
Appendix E, Part 2 | Hawaiian Place Names in South Maui 
 
ʻĀhihi: Bay and natural preserve area, Mākena, Maui. Also known as ʻĀhihikīnaʻu a low-
spreading bush with long runners, as a cup of gold or any creeping vine. Lit., to conspire 
with; to be involved with another or others, as in ignorance. Established as a natural 
area reserve in 1973 by the State Board of Land and Natural Resources, the reserve 
includes the lava flows forming Cape Kinaʻu and their developing dryland vegetation, 
the inshore marine ecosystem, and the myxohyaline ponds. Consumptive activities are 
prohibited on the lands and in the waters of the reserve. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scaevola
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/wehe/?q=grass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heteropogon_contortus
https://hilo.hawaii.edu/wehe/?q=thatch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waltheria_indica


ʻĀhihi-Kīnaʻu: Natural area reserve, Mākena, Maui. Reserve established by the Board of 
Land and Natural Resources and includes the lava flows forming Cape Kīnaʻu. ʻĀhihi 
translates as a long, creeping vine. Kīnaʻu translates as a stain, blemish, or defect. Also 
a type of eel and used to refer to the young of the aku and kawakawa fish. 
 
Alaloa:  Ancient roadway that once connected the twelve districts of Maui. Also known 
as the Kingʻs Highway, or Ke Alaloa o Piʻilani. Translates as highway, main road, belt 
road around an island, a long road, main public pathway, or a road that extends all 
around an island or for a considerable distance. Lit., the long road, highway. 
 
Kealaikahiki: Cape on Kahoʻolawe. Channel between Lānaʻi and Kahoʻolawe through 
which voyages to foreign lands (Kahiki) were begun; western point of Kahoʻolawe, the 
only uninhabited major Hawaiian Island. Lit., the pathway to Tahiti. 
 
Keālia: Pond, wetland, salt flats near Kīhei, Maui. A place where the salt water is brought 
or caused to flow inland, the sea then shut out and the water evaporated, leaving the salt, 
which may be gathered up. Lowlands so close to the sea that the soil becomes moist 
from the salt water. Lit., salt bed, salt-encrusted area.  
 
Kahamanini: Beach, Wailea, Maui. Calcareous sand beach now known as Wailea 
Beach. Lit., place of the surgeon fish. 
 
Kalama: Beach Park, Puʻuokali, Maui, named for Samuel E. Kalama (1869-1933), 
chairman of the Maui Board of Supervisors from 1913 to 1933. The position of chairman 
of the board then was equivalent to the position of mayor today. Land for the park was 
acquired in 1939. The surf site is off the south end of the park and is also known as 
Kalama Point. Lama is a type of endemic ebony, a hardwood tree with small flowers 
and fruits. Lama can also be translated as, “a torch, light, lamp”.  
 
Kalepolepo: Land section, division, and fishpond near Kīhei, Maui. Beach, beach park, 
The fishpond is also known as Koʻieʻie. Lit., dirt, possibly for the large dust storms that 
once swept through this area, possible for the dirt runoff that is caught by the fishpond. 
 
Kalihi: Land sections, Mākena and Haleakalā, Maui.  Lit., the edge or border. 
 
Kaloʻi: Land section. Honua’ula, Maui. Lit., taro patch. 
 
Kamaʻole: Land section, Kula, Maui. Land section, homesteads, and beach parks, 
Mākena, Maui. Dive sites, surf sites, Kīhei, Maui. Kamaʻole is a land division that 
includes three beach parks: Kamaʻole I (2.9 acres acquired in 1938), also known as 
Kalaehuku; Kamaʻole II (2.1 acres acquired in 1938), also known as ʻIliʻiliholo; and 
Kamaʻole III (5.9 acres acquired in 1947), also known as Kaluaoʻaihakoko, also Young's 
Beach. The beach parks are on South Kīhei Road between Kīhei and Wailea. The surf 
sites are shorebreaks that form on the sandbars fronting the beaches. The dive sites 
are off parks II and III. Lit., childless. 
 



Kanahena: Land section, Honuaʻula, Maui. Lit., nakedness. 
 
Kanaio: Coastal area, Māʻalaea; land division, homesteads, village, and congregational 
church in Mākena, Maui. A type of false sandalwood tree. Kanaio is a land division on 
the south side of Haleakalā, where its shore lies approximately between Kamanamana 
and Pōhakueaea Points. The several small rocky beaches here are known collectively 
as Kanaio Beach.  
 
Kaʻonoʻulu: Land section, Kula, Maui. Land division, gulch, peak. Lit., desiring to eat 
breadfruit. 
 
Keauhou:  Land section. Alternatively pronounced Lit., the new era or the new current. 
 
Keawakapu: Coastal area between Kīhei and Mākena. Lit., the sacred or forbidden 
harbor. Artificial reef, beach, surf site, Keawakapu, Maui. The artificial reef was 
established in August 1962 when 150 car bodies were dumped 400 yards off 
Keawakapu Beach in 80 feet of water. The beach is one of five calcareous sand 
beaches that front the Wailea resort complex.  
 
Kēōkea:  Land section, village, and park, Puʻuokali, Maui. Lit., white sands. 
 
Keoneʻoʻio: Land section and bay, Honuaʻula, Mākena Maui also called La Pérouse 
Bay. Lit., the sandy place of the bonefish (ʻoʻio).  
 
Kīhei: Landing, land section, offshore mooring, boat ramp, Kīhei, Maui. Lit., cape, shawl. 
 
Kōheo:  Land section, Kula, Maui. Land division, Puʻuokali, Maui. Lit., to show off or to 
twirl; a long gourd used for utensils. 
 
Kualapa: Land section, Honuaula. Maui. Lit., a ridge of land between two ravines, a 
lateral ridge, cape. 
 
Māʻalaea:  Bay, Wailuku, Maui. Ahupuaʻa. Lit., red color, red, ocher color; stained red, 
as with ocherous earth; red, as earth.  
 
Maipoinaʻoeiaʻu: Memorial beach park. Lit., do not forget me.  
 
Mākena: Village, bay, landing, school, and quadrangle, Mākena, Maui. Wide bay with 
several beaches east of Wailea and the site of Mākena Landing. Long calcareous sand 
beach adjoining Puʻu ʻŌlaʻi at the east end of Mākena Bay. Beach area is commonly 
called Big Beach, or Oneloa. Lit., mourning, wailing, lamentation; calm of sea and 
atmosphere.   
 
Maluaka: Land section, Honuaʻula, Maui. Beach park in Mākena, Maui. Small 
calcareous sand beach within the boundaries of the land division of Maluaka. Near to 
Keawalaʻi Church. Also known as Puʻu One. Lit., the cast shadow. 



 
Mohopilo: Land section. Lit., rail bird, bad smell, so called because of rail droppings. 
 
Mōkapu: Beach Park, lit., sacred district. One of five calcareous sand beaches fronting 
the Wailea resort complex. The beach was named for a small rock island called 
Mōkapu. During World War II, however, the island was almost entirely destroyed by the 
military during combat demolition exercises.  
 
Nukuʻele Point: Point, Mākena, Maui. Lit., black point. 
 
Nuʻuanu: Bay, Mākena, Maui. Lit., cool heights. Also a star name.  
 
Oneloa:  Beach in Mākena, Maui, “long stretch of sand”. Calcareous sand beach 3,300 
feet long at Mākena State Park. Also known as Big Beach, Long Sands, and Mākena 
Beach. 
 
Paeahu: Large land section in Honuaʻula, Mākena, Maui. Lit., row, heaps, collection of 
things. 
 
Palauea: Land section, Honuaʻula, Maui. Large land section, Mākena, Maui. Calcareous 
sand beach south of the Wailea resort complex that is located in the land division of 
Palauea. The surf site is a shore break that forms on the sandbar fronting the beach. 
Lit., lazy, listless; reddish brown sweet potato.  
 
Papaʻanui: Land section. Lit., a secure enclosure. 
 
Papakakai: Land section, Honuaula, Maui. Lit., shelf for canoe bailers. Lit., sea, 
seaside, lowlands; sea tides and currents; brackish, insipid, tasteless. 
 
Pūlehunui: Land section, Kula, Maui. Lit., great ash mound.  
 
Puʻuhele: Cemetery and hill behind Māʻalaea, Maui. Believed to once have been a moʻo 
akua. Lit., traveling hill. 
 
Puʻu ʻŌlaʻi: Hill and beach area, volcanic cone; also the name of the sharp-nosed puffer 
fish. Puʻu ʻŌlaʻi and Molokini (islet) are believed to be the hardened tail of a giant moʻo 
who angered Pele by becoming the wife of Lohiʻau. Lit., earthquake hill. 
 
Ukumehame: Land section, Lahaina, Maui. Land division, beach park, canyon, gulch, 
stream, reservoirs, and water well shaft. Lit., paid in mehame (tree) wood. Mehame was 
a prized native hardwood. 
 
Waiakoa: Land section, Kula, Maui. Land division, village, road, gulch, and homesteads. 
Lit., water of the Koa, water used by warriors.  
 



Waikapū: Land section, ahupuaʻa. Hawaiʻi. Land section, village, ditch, stream, park, 
water tunnels, and valley. Lit., water of the conch. A conch in a cave here could be 
heard everywhere in the Hawaiian Islands until it was stolen by a supernatural dog 
called Puapualenalena. Waikapū is also known as the land of the gusty winds. 
 
Wailea: Land section, beach, reef, and surf site, Mākena, Maui. Lit., water of Lea the 
goddess of canoe makers' goddess. Wailea is also the name of a fish god that stands 
on this point. One of five calcareous sand beaches fronting the Wailea resort complex 
and the namesake of the complex. The surf site is a shore break that forms on the 
sandbar fronting the beach. The beach area is also known as Kahamanini. 
 
Waiohuli: Land section, Kula. Maui. Land division, gulch, and village, Puʻuokali, Maui. 
Lit., water of change; water belonging to Huli. 


