ATTACHMENT 4

Draft
2.4 Goal | Mauka to makai watershed
management

Why is it important?

Traditionally, Native Hawaiians managed land using the ahupua‘a system, which typically
ran mauka to makai and reflected a deeply interconnected relationship between people,
resources, and place. Within each ahupua‘a, ‘Oiwi cultivated and cared for the lands
where they lived while sharing upland and coastal resources. Communities within an
ahupua‘a shared responsibility for stewarding resources, recognizing that conditions
mauka directly affect ecosystems and livelihoods makai. This holistic system allowed
Native Hawaiians to thrive, creating a sustainable environment with healthy forests and
farmland, functional wetlands and dunes, and vibrant fishponds and reefs.

Watersheds throughout South Maui have become degraded due to a decline in native
forest cover in favor of intensive farming and ranching, the introduction of invasive plants
and grazing animals, the filling of wetlands and grading of sand dunes for development.
These changes have altered watershed hydrology and increased stormwater runoff,
causing flood damage and pollution that are difficult and costly to address. Compounding
the issue, global climate change has increased extreme weather patterns and events
such as heavy rain, drought, and rising sea levels. This Plan recognizes the need to
manage watershed resources in a more holistic way by engaging in sustainable
stewardship practices and more culturally and ecologically friendly development.

How will setting this goal affect our future?

With this goal, South Maui is committed to supporting holistic land use and watershed
management from mauka to makai that reduce risks from flooding and improve South
Maui’s long-term resilience. A holistic approach to land use and watershed management
integrates ecology, culture, community, and governance from mauka to makai. It is not a
general or abstract idea; it is a concrete, place-based approach grounded in Native
Hawaiian knowledge and practices. This plan recognizes that coordination with
upcountry groups and developments will be vital to achieving this goal.
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Draft
2.5 Goal | Responsible Stewardship of Wahi
Kupuna and Historic Properties

Why is it important?

Wahi ktpuna can be places revered and protected by ‘0iwi throughout history or places
where kipuna lived and worked for generations and where kanaka continue to work and
live. Wahi kipuna include loko i‘a, lo‘i, complexes of hale, and natural features, such as
pu‘u, springs, wetlands, and viewsheds, that are tied to mo‘olelo about events that
physically shaped South Maui. Wahi kipuna are living classrooms of intergenerational
knowledge, where ancestral wisdom, ecological understanding, and cultural identity are
actively passed between generations.

Responsible stewardship is a shared endeavor. Developers, business owners, and
community members are expected to approach wahi kiipuna with humility, care, and a
genuine commitment to cultural stewardship. Given the depth of human history across
this region, having respectful and culturally appropriate protocols in place before any
ground disturbance is an important part of honoring history.

The term historic properties includes places not necessarily tied to ‘Oiwi, like buildings,
features, and landmarks that reflect modern historical importance. Often, they possess a
unique architectural character or tell a story about the recent history of South Maui.

Responsible stewardship of wahi kiipuna and historic properties will create and retain a
strong sense of place in South Maui, for residents and visitors alike. It is important to
steward these resources because they create a physical link to our past and a bridge to
our future, and can contribute to the community’s health, livability, and overall quality of
life. If cared for properly, these resources will allow traditional cultural practices to
continue, contribute to sustainability, and encourage economic diversity.

How will setting this goal affect our future?
With this goal, South Maui is committed to preserving and caring for historic, cultural, and
natural resources.
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