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Aloha South Maui CPAC members,  
My name is Brandi Corpuz and I am writing to you today to testify on behalf of my ohana and 
Rooted Kekahi Me Ka Aina. We need your consideration and help in protecting our wetlands 
right now so that further destruction does not occur in these sensitive areas.  
 
Although this letter and testimony is about our 2 South Kihei Gulches they should also be 
considered in other action plans that you are working on right now. Our gulches and watersheds 
move from mountain to sea so they affect everything from Mauka to Makai and should be 
considered in all action plans that you are discussing.  
 
These action plans include;  
4.02- kihei drainage and master flood plan  
4.03-stormwater quality management 
4.04 and 4.04a-regularly monitor and maintain gulches and sediment 
4.05- green infrastructure and natural infrastructure, 4.06- provide resources for upland to reduce 
downstream flooding 
4.06a- identify and returning streams that have been diverted 
4.06c- implement Southwest Maui watershed plan 
4.06d- establish a watershed advisory group 
4.06e- establish watershed water monitoring to measure runoff 
4.06f- require department of planning and DPW to comply with watershed plans 
4.07- create and implement a wetland preservation and restoration program, 4.08- continue to 
support and fund wetlands restoration projects 
4.09- develop and implement a dune restoration program 
4.11- create a South Maui Ridge to Reef initiative  
4.12 Obtain funding and implement a program to monitor all South Maui nearshore waters. 
 
I believe that the Waipuilani and Kulanihakoi Gulches (wetlands) must be protected in order to 
make any real change that addresses flooding, ocean, reef and infrastructure. It is a fact that 
water flows from Mauka to Makai, waters go straight down to the ocean every single time.  
 
We can not continue to ignore the facts that we are facing by diversions and long distance 
solutions. We must act now! Protect our wetlands so that they can do their jobs of protecting us. 
 
I have attached a letter that I would like to submit for testimony along with a support letter from 
former County Councilwoman Kelly King and some pictures.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and valued opinion.  
 
Sincerely, Brandi Corpuz 
Executive Director- Rooted Kekahi Me Ka Aina 
808-357-9170 

tel:8083579170
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