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Kumulipo



Wākea (k) = Haumea (w)



Migrations and Settlement



Mōʻīkeha
Mele a Kamahualele
Eia Hawaiʻi, 
he moku, he kanaka
He kanaka Hawaiʻi ē, 
He kanaka Hawaiʻi
He kama na Kahiki, 
He puaaliʻi mai Kapāʻahu,
Mai Moaʻulanuiākea Kanaloa
He moʻopuna na Kahiko lāua ʻo 

Kupulanakēhau

Na Papa i hānau
Na ke kamawahine ʻo 

Kūkalaniehu lāua me 
Kahakauakoko



Hema-a-ʻAikāne

ʻO Hema a ʻAikāne, ke aliʻi o Kaʻuiki, i hānau nō i Hawaiʻikuauli

I Kapueokahi, i ka lulu, i ka laʻi
I ka makani kahi ʻaoʻao, i Punahoa lā ke ēwe...



Pāʻao



Moʻolelo Hawaiʻi
•Pre-Wākea

•Wākea – Pāʻao

•Pā‛ao - 
Kamehameha

•Hawaiian 
Kingdom

•U.S. Occupation
• Territory of Hawaiʻi
• State of Hawaiʻi



Nā Aliʻi
• Moku o Keawe

• Maui Nui a Kamalālāwalu

• Oʻahu a Kakuhihewa

• Kauaʻi o Manokalanipō



Traditional Society



Traditional Land Management



Nā Moku o Maui



Nā Ahupuaʻa o Maui



1778: Kāpena Kuke
• “…we were agreeably 

surprised to find them of 
the same Nation as the 
people of Otaheite 
[Tahiti] and other islands 
we had lately visited.”

• “…No people could 
trade with more honesty 
than these people, never 
once attempting to 
cheat us, either ashore 
or along side the ships.”



Depopulation



1810: Kamehameha

• Hawaiian Kingdom is unified

• Kālai ‛Āina

• Kānāwai Māmalahoa



1819  Kamehameha II

• Liholiho

• Ka‛ahumanu

• 1824 dies of 
measles in 
London



1819: ‛Ainoa



1825 Kamehameha III

• Kauikeaouli

• Ka’ahumanu—Kuhi
na Nui

• Constitutional 
Monarchy

• Compulsory 
Education

• Highest Literacy



1826: Hawaii-United States Treaty 

• Opened up trade with the United States 

• Friendship was affirmed between the two nations 

• American ships were admitted into the ports for trading 
purposes 



Declaration of Rights of 1839

• Three classes of persons having 
vested rights in the lands

• The Government

• The Chiefs

• The Native Tenants

• Vested rights:  “ a vested right or title 
to a thing, which carries with it an 
existing right of alienation, even 
though the right to possession or 
enjoyment may be postponed to 
some uncertain time in the future.”

• Protection to both Chiefly and Native 
Tenants



Hawaiian Kingdom
Constitution of 1840



1840 Constitution of Hawaiian Kingdom

• Constitutional Monarchy

• King—Chief Executive
• Legislature
• Judiciary

• Declaration that all land held in 
common by king and people.

• Vested rights of the Tenant class
• Provided for an elected 

representative body



Nā Nūpepa ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi



Nā Puke ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi



1843 Paulet Affair

• A British subject is in dispute over land

• The subject complains to Lord Paulet who issues a list of 
demands

• Kamehameha III refuses the demands and instead yields his 
power to  the British government under protest

• Ua Mau Ke Ea O Ka ‘Aina I Ka Pono



1843: Recognition of Hawaiian 
Kingdom as Independent State
• Richards,Haʻalilo, and Simpson 

travel to Europe to promote the 
independence of Hawai’i.

• November 28, 1843

• Anglo-Franco 
Proclamation—France, England 
and the U.S. declares the 
independence of Hawai’i and 
Sir Admiral Thomas comes to 
Hawai’i to make official 
declaration.

• First Non-European 
Nation-State in “Family of 
Nations”



1848: Mahele Nui

• Land tenure changes from 
communal to private

• 1/3 Division
• Hawaiian Government
• Konohiki & Ali’i
• Native Tenant

• “Koe nā kuleana o Kānaka”

• Land Commission Award

• Royal Patent



The Native Tenant Claim
• The right is vested and cannot be divested without consent or 

commutation.

• Hawaiian Kingdom’s first Attorney General, John Ricord: “Means and 
remedies may be altered, but the rights themselves, if vested, cannot be 
constitutionally disturbed.”

• A right to full use of their ‛ahupua‛a or ‛ili.
• Due a 1/3 interest in the lands of the ‛Ahupua‛a



Hawaiian Kingdom Government



The Land Commission

• 1845 - 1853

• Board of Commissioners to Quiet Land Titles

• Kamehameha III appointed five commissioners

• “for the investigation and final ascertainment or rejection of all claims …, to any 
landed property…”

• Hearing and taking testimony in connection with nearly 12,000 individual claims

• A successful claimant was issued a L.C. Aw. 

• L. C. Award gave complete title to the lands confirmed



Royal Patent

• Final step in awarding process

• Final land survey

• Did not confer or confirm title but quitclaimed the government’s 
interest in the land—that the government’s right tot 
commutation has been extinguished. 

• Ua koe ke kuleana o na kanaka-- exemption for rights of native 
tenants within an awarded parcel 



1850: Kuleana Act
• An Act confirming certain Resolutions of the King and Privy Council

• All lands identified and separated in 1848 were all “subject to the rights of Native 
Tenants.”

• Granting to the people allodial titles for their own lands and house lots and certain 
other privileges.

• “That fee-simple titles, free of commutation, be and are hereby granted to all native 
tenants who occupy and improve any portion of any government land, for  the lands 
they occupy and improve, and whose claims to said lands shall  be recognized as 
genuine by the land commission.

• “…other than the preceding resolution, held by the King or any chief or Konohki …



1850  Sale of Lands in Fee Simple to 
Resident Aliens



Hawaiian Kingdom Government 
and Crown Lands





Crown Lands

• 1848, lands reserved by Kamehameha III, “for himself, his 
successors forever,” as his private property

• “…the inheritance is limited to the successors of the throne.”

• 1865, remaining lands are to be “henceforth inalienable and shall 
descend to the heirs and successors of the Hawaiian Crown 
forever”



Government Lands

• “The great mass of the 
Government lands consists 
of those lands surrendered 
and made over to the 
Government by the King.  
Also, lands ceded by the 
several chiefs in lieu of 
commutation”



Hawaiian Neutrality
• Knowing of the breakout of the 

Crimean War, King Kamehameha III 
formally proclaimed the Hawaiian 
Kingdom as a Neutral State with its 
territorial jurisdiction extending one 
marine league (three miles) from the 
coasts of each of its islands on May 16, 
1854.

• As a neutral State, the Hawaiian 
Kingdom was afforded all the 
protection of international law it had 
helped to establish, …the principles of 
neutral rights were enough to 
preclude any other independent State 
from infringing upon the sovereign 
neutral rights of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom.



1854: Kamehameha IV & Queen Emma

• Alexander Liholiho 
becomes King

• Prince Albert dies in 
1862

• 1863 Alexander 
Liholiho dies



1863: Kamehameha V

• Lot Kapuaiwa, 
becomes king

• 1864 Constitution

• 1872 Lot dies without 
naming an heir



1873: William Lunalilo

• First elected King

• 1874 Lunalilo dies 
without naming 
successor



1874: David Kalākaua

• Elected King

• Pro-Hawaiian

• Hale Nauā & Traditions

• Pro-Modernization & 
Technology

• International Relations



1875: Treaty of Reciprocity



1881:  Kalakaua’s World Tour



1883: Kalakaua’s Coronation



1887: Bayonet Constitution

• 1889 Robert Wilcox rebellion fails to 
overturn the Bayonet Constitution

• 1891 Kalakaua dies in San Francisco



1891: Lili’uokalani

• Lydia Kamaka’eha

• Drafted a new 
Constitution

• “Voice of the people is 
the voice of God”



1893:  “Act of War”
• Committee of Safety

• John L. Stevens, the United States Minister conspired with a small 
group of non-Hawaiian residents, to “overthrow” lawful 
Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom



Queen Lili‛uokalani’s Statement
• "I Liliuokalani, by the Grace of God and under the Constitution of 

the Hawaiian Kingdom, Queen, do hereby solemnly protest against 
any and all acts done against myself and the Constitutional 
Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom by certain persons claiming 
to have established a Provisional Government of and for this 
Kingdom. "That I yield to the superior force of the United States of 
America whose Minister Plenipotentiary, His Excellency John L. 
Stevens, has caused United States troops to be landed a Honolulu 
and declared that he would support the Provisional Government. 

• "Now to avoid any collision of armed forces, and perhaps the loss 
of life, I do this under protest and impelled by said force yield my 
authority until such time as the Government of the United States 
shall, upon facts being presented to it, undo the action of its 
representatives and reinstate me in the authority which I claim as 
the Constitutional Sovereign of the Hawaiian Islands.". 



1893: US Military Occupation 
of Honolulu



1893: Provisional Government



1894: Republic of Hawai‛i



1897: Hui Aloha Aina 
President James Kaulia gave a rousing speech, saying

• "We, the nation (lahui) will never 
consent to the annexation of our 
lands, until the very last patriot 
lives." He said agreeing to 
annexation was like agreeing to be 
buried alive.”

• "Let us take up the honorable field 
of struggle, brain against brain." 
He told the people, "Do not be 
afraid, be steadfast in aloha for 
your land and be united in 
thought. Protest forever the 
annexation of Hawaii until the very 
last aloha aina [lives]!"



1897: Petition Protesting Annexation



1897:  Treaty of Annexation Fails



1898: Newlands Resolution



“Americanization” of Hawaii



“Ceded Lands”
• 1898 Hawaiian 

Kingdom Crown and 
Government lands 
alleged to be 
“ceded” via 
“Newlands 
Resolution” from 
Republic of Hawai’i 
to U.S. 

• 1.8 million acres
• 43% of Hawai’i



Hawaiian Homes Commission Act 1921

•200,000 Acres
•1921-1960 Federal Management
•1960- State of Hawai’i (DHHL)
•Establishing a permanent land base for the benefit and use of 
Native Hawaiians, upon which they may live, farm, ranch and 
otherwise engage in commercial or industrial or any other activities 
as authorized in this act;



Hawaiian Homes Land Act 1921
•Prince Jonah Kuhio 
Kalaniana’ole
•Hawai’i’s Second delegate to 
Congress from 1903-1921
•Save the Hawaiian Race from 
extinction
•to rehabilitate Native 
Hawaiians, particularly in 
returning them to the land 
•200,000 acres of “ceded 
lands”
•1/32 Blood



1959 STATEHOOD

• Statehood 
Admissions 
Act “returns” 
1.4 million 
acres of 
“ceded land” 
from federal 
government 
control to state 
government.

• 5 purposes



HI STATE CONSTITUTIONAL LAW



HAW. CONST. ARTICLE XV, SEC. 4.

• OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
● Section 4.  English and Hawaiian shall be the official 

languages of Hawaii, except that Hawaiian shall be required 
for public acts and transactions only as provided by law. [Add 
Const Con 1978 and election Nov 7, 1978]

• MOTTO
● Section 5.  The motto of the State shall be, "Ua mau ke ea o 

ka aina i ka pono." [Add Const Con 1978 and election Nov 7, 
1978]



Haw. Const. Article IX, sec. 10.

Kānawai Māmalahoa, Kamehameha I, 1797

“E nā kānaka, e mālama ʻoukou i ke Akua, a e 
mālama nō hoʻi i ke kanaka nui a me ke kanaka iki; 
e hele ka ʻelemakule, ka luahine, a me ke kama, a 
moe i ke ala.  ʻAʻohe mea nāna e hoʻopilikia.  
Hewa nō, make.”



HAW. CONST. 2ND AMEND. ARTICLE X, SEC. 4.

• HAWAIIAN EDUCATION PROGRAM
● Section 4.  The State shall promote the study of 

Hawaiian culture, history and language.  The State 
shall provide for a Hawaiian education program 
consisting of language, culture and history in the 
public schools.  The use of community expertise shall be 
encouraged as a suitable and essential means in furtherance 
of the Hawaiian education program. [Add Const Con 1978 
and election Nov 7, 1978]



PUBLIC ACCESS SHORELINE HAWAIʻI 
(PASH 1995)

• Public Access Shoreline Hawaii v. 
Hawai'i County Planning Commission

• The court further stated that under the 
Hawaii Constitution, a state agency 
has an obligation to "preserve and 
protect" traditional and customary 
Hawaiian rights and an affirmative 
duty to consider potentially adverse 
effects on those rights when issuing 
SMA permits.

• …with respect to developing lands, the 
developer's private property interest is 
subject to superior rights established 
by customary and traditional native 
Hawaiian gathering practices.



“Ceded Land” Revenues  1990s

The ceded lands ruling:
Will it break the bank?

A state already in dire straits financially must decide
how to settle ceded-lands claims -- which some say

could reach $1.2 billion -- to native Hawaiians

July 1996 that OHA is entitled to additional 
state airport revenues, opening the 
potential for OHA's trust assets to swell to 
$800 million to $1.5 billion 



Mālama ʻĀina





Annexation of Hawaiʻi?



American “Occupation”



LANSE LARSEN V. HAWAIIAN KINGDOM
1999

 "…at the center of the PCA proceeding was…that the Hawaiian Kingdom 
continues to exist and that the Hawaiian Council of Regency 
(representing the Hawaiian Kingdom) is legally responsible under 
international law for the protection of Hawaiian subjects, including the 
claimant. In other words, the Hawaiian Kingdom was legally obligated to 
protect Larsen from the United States' 'unlawful imposition [over him] of [its] 
municipal laws' through its political subdivision, the State of Hawai`i. As a 
result of this responsibility, Larsen submitted, the Hawaiian Council of 
Regency should be liable for any international law violations that the United 
States committed against him." —American Journal of International Law, 
vol. 95, p. 928.



UNITED NATIONS
Universal Declaration of Human Rights









“As a professor of international law, the former 
Secretary of the UN Human Rights Committee, 
co-author of book, The United Nations Human 
Rights Committee Case Law 1977-2008, and 
currently serving as the UN Independent Expert 
on the promotion of a democratic and equitable 
international order…”



“...I have come to understand that the lawful political 
status of the Hawaiian Islands is that of a sovereign 
nation-state in continuity; but a nation-state that is 
under a strange form of occupation by the United States 
resulting from an illegal military occupation and a 
fraudulent annexation. As such, international laws (the 
Hague and Geneva Conventions) require that 
governance and legal matters within the occupied 
territory of the Hawaiian Islands must be administered 
by the application of the laws of the occupied state 

(in this case, the Hawaiian Kingdom), not the domestic 
laws of the occupier (the United States).”



“Based on that understanding, in paragraph 69(n) of my 
2013 report (A/68/284) to the United Nations General 
Assembly I recommended that the people of the 
Hawaiian Islands - and other peoples and nations in 
similar situations - be provided access to UN procedures 
and mechanisms in order to exercise their rights 
protected under international law. The adjudication of 
land transactions in the Hawaiian Islands would likewise 
be a matter of Hawaiian Kingdom law and international 
law, not domestic U.S. law. “



US Militarization of Hawai‛i
• “Hawai’i is the key to 

American Dominion of the 
Pacific”

• Militarism in Hawai’i is a 
product of “Manifest 
Destiny” 

• U.S.CINCPAC
• 23% of O’ahu
• 21 Installations
• 8 Training areas
• 26  Housing Complexes
• 19 Bases & Stations
• 16% of State Population



LOSS OF HISTORICAL MEMORY

LOSS OF IDENTITY

LOSS OF LANGUAGE

LOSS OF CULTURE

LOSS OF RELIGION

LOSS OF LIFE

LOSS OF GOVERNMENT

LOSS OF LAND

Legacy Of Kanaka Maoli Colonization

• 22% of Hawai’i’s population
• >30% of homeless
• 5% college degrees
• <50% prison population
• Lowest life expectancy
• Highest infant mortality
• Highest suicide rates



Kaho’olawe 1976



Nuclear Free & Independent Pacific 
Movement  1980 



Honokāhua, Maui 
1988 



Wao Kele O Puna—Geothermal 
Development 1989



1990 H-3



Public Law 103-150 1993 



Perfect Title  1996



Ukumehame / Olowalu

• “All lands in the Hawaiian islands have cloudy titles,” according to  Bumpy 
Kanahele, a Hawaiian healer and activist who has been in on many of the 
meetings and key decision-making groups regarding native Hawaiian rights 
over the past thirty years or so. Ed Lindsey of Makawao echoed that 
sentiment, telling me, “All land titles in Hawaii are built on a house of cards. If 
any one of the native Hawaiian organizations are successful in pulling out one 
of those cards, the whole stack falls down.”



“Ceded Land” Revenues  1990s

The ceded lands ruling:
Will it break the bank?

A state already in dire straits financially must decide
how to settle ceded-lands claims -- which some say

could reach $1.2 billion -- to native Hawaiians

July 1996 that OHA is entitled to additional 
state airport revenues, opening the 
potential for OHA's trust assets to swell to 
$800 million to $1.5 billion 



Land Speculation



Mass Tourism: Maui is overrun  



GMO Industrial Agriculture



Pōhakuloa / Stryker Brigade

http://www.nohohewa.com/



Mauna Kea



Maunakea vs. TMT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4J3ZCzHMMPQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4J3ZCzHMMPQ


Water Rights 



Former Governor John Waiheʻe
W. S. Richardson School of Law
UH Mānoa, April 17, 2014

“I have absolutely no doubt 
that Hawaiʻi is in an illegal 
occupation, I have no doubt.  I 
mean, you’ve got to be 
illiterate no to finally get to 
that point.” 

(1:19:04 hr/min/sec.)


