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Introduction 
Purpose 

This report forecasts how South Maui is likely to grow over the coming decades; it does not make 
recommendations or envision a desired future for the community. Instead, it simply attempts to 
predict how many new residents, visitors and jobs the community may need to accommodate 
between the present and 2045. A summary of key projections for use in the South Maui 
Community Plan is shown in Figure 1 with current conditions and the low and high forecasts for 
the 25-year growth period. 

Figure 1. Summary of Key Projections (South Maui, 2020 to 2045) 

 
2020  
(Est.)1 

2045  
(Low Scenario) 

2045  
(High Scenario) 

Population 28,700 32,400 
 (+3,700) 

34,800 
 (+6,100) 

Households 11,100 11,900 
 (+800) 

12,800 
 (+1,700) 

Jobs 15,500 18,600 
 (+3,100) 

19,600 
 (+4,100) 

Avg. Daily 
Visitors 26,500 30,000 

 (+3,500) 
36,200 

 (+9,700) 
 
All forecasts are based on the idea that past trends will continue into the future. While individual 
years may either exceed or fall short of the predicted growth, over time the forecast is expected 
to follow the predicted growth trend. 
 
These predictions are useful for planning the community’s roads, water and sewer systems, and 
other types of infrastructure as they will help public investment match the growing need. This 
understanding is also important to planning staff and community stakeholders working to ensure 
that local land use policies are tailored to meet the challenges and opportunities posed by future 
growth. 
 
  

                                                   
 
1 These values reflect adjustments due to likely impacts of COVID-19, affecting growth rates for jobs and 
visitors in the first 2-3 forecast years only. 
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Report Organization 

This report includes forecasts made for four major indicators:  
 

• Population (count of residents, including age and gender breakouts) 
• Households (including income breakouts) 
• Jobs (broken out by type of industry) 
• Visitors (average daily visitors and occupied visitor units) 

 
Discussion of each of the above indicators begins with a brief summary of recent trends, gives 
an overview of assumptions we used to predict future growth, and results in a baseline projection 
for future growth. Also included is a high- and low-forecast range along with a brief discussion of 
factors that may push that measure above or below the baseline prediction over time. Where 
possible, this report breaks down growth indicators across smaller subareas within South Maui. 

Approach and Assumptions 
Forecasts are made by extending historical growth trends into the future as reasonably as 
possible and then considering how island, state, national, and global trends might influence 
growth in South Maui. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all historical trend data comes from the U.S. Census (Census) and 
American Community Survey (ACS) updates. Employment data by industry comes from the U.S. 
Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA). Information on visitor volumes and lodging comes primarily 
from the Hawai i̒ Tourism Authority. Other data sources are cited where used. 
 
For future projections, we rely heavily on two locally produced sources: 
 

DBEDT 2018-2045 Forecasts 
Every few years, the State of Hawai i̒ Department of Business Economic Development and 
Tourism (DBEDT) conducts a detailed study to make current estimates and long-range 
projections about residents, visitors, and jobs at statewide and county levels. Their latest 
forecast report, Population and Economic Projections for the State of Hawaiʻi to 2045 
(“DBEDT 2045”) was published in 2018. We refer to this as “the State’s forecast” in this 
report. 
 
Because these forecasts are limited to county-level reporting, we have attempted to 
isolate the growth attributed to the area encompassed by the South Maui Community 
Plan. 
 
Maui Socio-Economic Forecast, 2014-2045  
This study was first done in 2002 as a technical paper to help prepare the 2012 Maui 
Island Plan. Major updates to the forecast were done in 2006 and 2014 by the Maui County 
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Planning Department’s Long Range Planning Division. This study allocates Maui County 
numbers from the State’s forecast across the island’s different planning areas, including 
South Maui. We refer to this study as “the County’s forecast”. 

 
This report for South Maui attempts to combine the detailed analyses and more recent data from 
the State’s forecast with the Maui-specific insights of the County’s forecast to arrive at the best 
possible growth predictions of residents, jobs, and visitors for South Maui and its subareas. These 
predictions are then “fine-tuned” by examining the latest available data from the Census and any 
other trusted public sources for each of our indicator categories and making appropriate 
adjustments.  
 
Geography 

This forecast focuses on 
growth across the whole 
South Maui Community Plan 
area. Where possible, 
however, this report will also 
allocate growth across the 
six smaller planning 
subareas (see Figure 2): 
 
Subarea 1: Māʻalaea/Keālia  
Subarea 2: North Kīhei 
Subarea 3: South Kīhei 
Subarea 4: Wailea 
Subarea 5: Mākena  
Subarea 6: ʻĀhihi-
Kīna‘u/Kanaio 
 
Almost all (98 percent) of 
current South Maui 
population is found in three 
subareas: North Kīhei, South 
Kīhei, and Wailea.  
 
  

Figure 2: South Maui’s Planning Subareas 
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COVID-19 Pandemic 

COVID-19 has heavily impacted the United States (U.S.) economy. Hawaiʻi has been particularly 
hard hit.  Beginning in March 2020, quarantine measures,  travel restrictions and limits on 
gatherings cut off the flow of visitors to the islands, bringing tourism to a halt. The Island of Maui 
suffered economically, especially South Maui and West Maui, due to the local economy being 
heavily geared towards serving visitors through lodging, dining, retail, and recreation activities. 
This unexpected pause in almost all visitor arrivals will have many short- and long-term effects 
on South Maui’s economy. It is predicted that employment and population growth will be slower 
over the next one to two years, or possibly even longer depending on how long it takes to bring 
the pandemic under control. 
 
The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority reported a 98.9 percent drop in visitor arrivals in May 2020 
compared to May 2019. As an island community, Hawai i̒ was initially spared the public health 
impacts seen on the U.S. continent, due to its more easily controlled island borders. During the 
late summer, however, even the slight lifting of some travel restrictions led to a brief period where 
Hawaiʻi had higher per-capita COVID-19 infection rates than the U.S. continent.  
 
In mid-October, a statewide COVID-19 testing program, Trusted Testing and Travel Partners, 
eased some travel restrictions. At first allowing just over 5,000 daily domestic arrivals (about one-
fifth of 2019 pre-COVID-19 levels), arrival numbers have steadily increased since. While the public 
health and economic impacts of this partial opening are not yet known, communities like South 
Maui are in a difficult position with COVID-19. The local economy is uniquely dependent on 
outside visitors, even though it is easier to control the spread of disease on islands without trans-
Pacific travel. 
 
As of this report, COVID-19 infection rates are resurging on the U.S. continent and on Maui, with 
no certain timeline for the duration of the pandemic. Successful deployment of a vaccine may 
ultimately be the key to safely re-opening the visitor economy of Hawai i̒ and South Maui. The 
current disruption created by the pandemic is expected to slow rates of growth for jobs and 
visitors over the next two to three years compared to what would be expected otherwise. 
Population growth is not expected to be substantially impacted. These effects are incorporated 
into the forecasts included in this report.  
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Population 
Recent Trends 

In 1980, Maui County had just 71,600 residents. By 2005 that population had doubled, and as of 
2019 had reached 167,503 (see Figure 3). Since 2010, countywide growth averaged 0.86 percent 
per year.  
 

Figure 3: Maui County Population Estimates (U.S. Census, 1980 to 2019) 

 
Annual growth for Maui County has been consistently faster than for the rest of the state peaking 
at 5.1 percent in 1990 and hovering around two percent during the early 2000s. In 2018 and 2019, 
population growth declined, along with the rest of the state, to just 0.3 percent growth between 
2018 and 2019. 
 
By 2019, South Maui had approximately 29,000 residents, or 17 percent of Maui County’s 
estimated population (see Figure 4). The percentage of the county’s population living in South 
Maui has been consistently around 17 percent for the last decade (see Figure 5). The 
communities of Kīhei and Wailea, in turn, have about 77 percent and 21 percent of South Maui’s 
population, respectively.  Just under two percent  of the population lives in the smaller 
communities of Mā‘alaea and Mākena combined. 
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Figure 4. South Maui’s Share of Maui County Population (U.S. Census, 2019 est.) 

 
 

Figure 5. South Maui and Maui County Population Trends (U.S. Census/ACS, 2010-2018 est.) 
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How Populations Grow (“Components of Change”) 

Births, deaths, and net migration are the main factors that affect the future population of any 
given area. Researchers refer to these three population factors as “components of change.” 
 
Births and Deaths 
These first two factors together are often considered “natural increase” (births minus deaths). 
Both are predicted by separating males and females into age brackets and looking at the percent 
of women likely to have babies in a given year (the “fertility rate”) and at the percent of people 
likely to die (“death rate”). Historical rates and any major trends, such as people living longer or 
millennial women delaying childbirth, are also considered. Culture may also play a role; for 
example, Native Hawaiians historically had larger families than other ethnic groups in Hawaiʻi 
(although this difference is shrinking over time).  
 
From 2011 to 2019, Maui County averaged 1,948 births and 1,180 deaths per year, for a net natural 
increase in population of 768 residents annually. The County’s annual natural increase has been 
dropping steadily (see Figure 6), from just over 1,000 in 2011 to just 388 in 2019, mirroring a 
statewide trend. Over those nine years, Maui County’s population rose by 6,913 in total due to 
natural increase alone. 

Figure 6. Births, Deaths, and Net Natural Increase – Maui County (US Census, 2011-2019) 
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Net Migration 
Net migration refers to the number of people moving into the area minus the number moving out 
during a given time. Migration is mostly driven by employment trends. People tend to move to a 
place with plentiful and well-paying jobs.  People tend to move away when employment prospects 
are poor and local companies have stopped hiring (or started firing).  Researchers predict where 
people are likely to flow in and out by examining which industries are growing or shrinking 
regionally and nationally. Other factors also affect migration, such as: housing costs, climate, 
cultural preferences, and natural disasters. 
 
Population researchers have found over the past decade that for Maui County (and the state 
overall), international migration has been consistently increasing. In other words, each year more 
people move to Maui from other countries than leave Maui to live in other countries.  
 
In the past five years, domestic migration (people moving in and out of Maui County from other 
places in the U.S.) has dipped into a negative trend, with more people moving out than in. Housing 
affordability appears to be largely to blame for this shift. Since housing expenses (including home 
prices and rents) have been growing much faster than household incomes, many are moving to 
the U.S. continent in search of better-paying jobs and/or lower housing costs. In-migration, 
however, for both international and domestic migration, is more likely to be driven by lifestyle 
choices (i.e., Maui’s quality of life and investment decisions). Although migration data specific to 
South Maui is not available, the community’s natural appeal and focus on tourism probably 
magnify these trends.  
 
Combining domestic and international migration, Maui County’s overall migration flow has 
averaged a positive net of 617 people between 2011 and 2019. Unlike the rest of the state, Maui 
County has not recently experienced a full year with overall net migration loss. 
 
At both the county and state levels, Native Hawaiians – often younger and with below-average 
incomes – have slowly and steadily moved to the continental U.S., causing an out-migration of 
the overall Native Hawaiian population. Replacing them are typically more affluent people from 
the U.S. continent and abroad. 
 
Figure 7 below summarizes each of the components of population change for Maui County 
between 2011 and 2019. Note that detailed information on migration, birth rates and death rates 
are not available for South Maui specifically. 
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Figure 1. Components of Population Change – Maui County (US Census, 2011-2019) 

Year 
Ending 

Natural Increase Net Migration 
Overall Net 
Growth Births Deaths Net International Domestic Net 

2011 2,034 1,026 1,008 687 226 913 1,921 

2012 2,027 1,089 938 850 188 1,038 1,976 

2013 2,040 1,123 917 491 708 1,199 2,116 

2014 2,029 1,118 911 373 739 1,112 2,023 

2015 1,950 1,217 733 700 -550 150 883 

2016 1,894 1,167 727 1,184 -455 729 1,456 

2017 1,875 1,112 763 540 -499 41 804 

2018 1,849 1,321 528 573 -265 308 836 

2019 1,834 1,446 388 582 -517 65 453 

Total 17,532 10,619 6,913 5,980 -425 5,555 12,468 

Average 1,948 1,180 768 664 -47 617 1,385 

 

Predicting Future Population 

Population researchers have studied the patterns of natural increase and net migration for the 
state and each of its counties in detail to create official forecasts of population growth out to 
2045 in five-year increments. The State’s predictions for future growth are updated frequently to 
reflect new information. The latest forecast, was published in 2018.  
 
Consistent with past trends, Maui County is predicted to grow faster than the rest of the state. 
The annual growth rate is expected to slow gradually over time. The official prediction for Maui 
County is one percent growth over the next five years, then slowing to approximately 0.6 percent 
each year between 2040 and 2045. While this official forecast is certainly a possible scenario for 
future growth, we consider the growth rates to be somewhat aggressive in light of recent slowing 
of state and county growth. As shown in Figure 8, Maui County’s annual growth rate has declined 
steadily since being above four percent annually in 1975 and 1980. It dropped well below the one 
percent mark on average for the period 2015 to 2020, reaching approximately just 0.6 percent 
annually. 
 
To provide planners a realistic range of growth potential for South Maui, the State-produced 
forecast is labeled as the “high” scenario and a “low” scenario was created to incorporate the 
declining growth rate trend seen in recent years. Both high and low growth scenarios are depicted 
in Figure 8. 
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The State’s 2018 forecast was made prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, in response, this report has 
lowered the growth rate of the first five-year period (2020 to 2025) by one-fifth, for both the high 
and low scenarios to reflect the pandemic’s effects more accurately. No COVID-19 related 
adjustments were made to growth rates after 2025.  

Figure 2. Historical and Projected Population Growth Rates, Maui County (Low versus High 
Scenarios) 

 
 
Figure 9 shows the high and low growth rate scenarios to Maui County’s resident population 
between 2020 and 2045. The current population of Maui County is estimated to be approximately 
169,000 residents (see Figure 9). The population in the high scenario is expected to exceed 
200,000 residents around 2040, and near 205,000 residents by 2045. In the low scenario, the 
population is expected to reach 190,700 by 2045. Note that the low scenario growth curve 
represents a relatively smooth continuation of declining growth rate, while the high scenario 
assumes more of a rebound from the recent trend curve2. 

                                                   
 
2 Declining population growth rates are common in areas where there are natural limits to how much 
population can “fit” sustainably in one place. As natural resources and infrastructure approach their upper 
capacity limits, the population growth rate tends to slow. It is possible for communities to “grow” the upper 
limit, at least somewhat, by increasing development density, improving water and sewer technologies, etc., 
but eventually population will be bounded by some sustainability ceiling. 
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Figure 9. Projected Population Growth for Maui County (2020-2045) 

 
 
South Maui Population Projections 
To translate these countywide predictions into a growth prediction for South Maui, we assume 
that South Maui’s current share of county population (approximately 17 percent) will hold 
throughout the forecast period. The County’s most recent (2016) forecast assumed that South 
Maui’s share of growth would actually increase gradually over time, from around 18 percent to 
over 23 percent by 2040. However, recent trends have in fact shown a slight downward trend in 
the community’s share of population. Keeping a constant 17 percent share of countywide 
population is a compromise assumption.  
 
The resulting South Maui projection, shown in Figure 10, keeps the high and low scenario range 
set for the county projection, but scaled down to represent the community’s 17 percent share.  
 
This report estimates South Maui’s current (2020) population at 28,700 residents. Under the high 
county growth scenario, South Maui would increase by 6,100 residents by 2045, resulting in a 
population of approximately 34,800. For the low scenario, predicted growth is approximately 
3,700 residents for a total of 32,400 by 2045. 
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Figure 10. South Maui Population Projections (2020-2045) 

 
 
Growth by Subarea within South Maui 
The following table shows how the above-mentioned scenarios for projected growth would be 
allotted to each of South Maui’s six planning subareas, assuming that their current share of South 
Maui residents remained steady (see Figure 11). 

Figure 11. Population Growth for South Maui Planning Subareas (2020-2045) 

 
 

Low Scenario High Scenario

Subarea
2010 
Population

Est. 2020 
Population

Subarea 
Share

Projected 
2045 
Population 

Subarea 
Growth 
(2020-2045)

Projected 
2045 
Population 

Subarea 
Growth 
(2020-2045)

South Kīhei 16,765             17,680             61.6% 19,950          2,270           21,430        3,750           
North Kīhei 8,700               9,170               32.0% 10,350          1,180           11,120        1,950           
Wailea 1,306               1,380               4.8% 1,550             170              1,670          290              
Mā‘alaea/Keālia 352                  370                  1.3% 420                50                450             80                
Mākena 97                    100                  0.4% 120                20                120             20                
‘Āhihi/Kanaio 2                      -                   0.0% -                 -               -              -               
South Maui Total 27,222            28,700            100.0% 32,400          3,700           34,800       6,090           
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Households 
A simple definition for household is: one or more people (related or not) living together in the 
same structure and sharing an entrance that is separate from other households. The count of 
households in a place rises and falls along with the size of the population. Once the population 
growth has been predicted, calculating household growth is just a matter of dividing population 
by average household size (i.e., the number of people in each household). 
 
Maui and South Maui Households 

South Maui households have historically been smaller than countywide averages. As of 2018, 
South Maui averaged 2.59 residents per household, versus 3.05 for the rest of Maui County (see 
Figure 12). Both figures are an increase over 2010’s numbers. In the County’s 2016 analysis, 
household sizes were actually expected to decrease (mainly due to aging Baby Boomers); but the 
worsening housing affordability crisis has caused residents to stay in roommate and crowded 
family situations longer to help make rent and mortgage payments more feasible.  
 
While it is possible that the trends towards increasing housing costs in Maui and across the state 
can be stabilized or even reversed, there are no obvious economic signals – like rising wages or 
falling construction costs – to suggest that the upward trend in household sizes will significantly 
change. 

Figure 12. Population per Household, Maui County and South Maui (U.S. Census, 2010 & 2018)
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Figure 13 shows needed housing units to accommodate projected growth in South Maui, 
assuming approximately 2.59 residents per household in 2018, growing slightly to just over 2.70 
by 2045 (see Figure 13). From a current estimate of 11,100 households in 2020, South Maui would 
likely need to add approximately 800 to 1,700 housing units to accomodate projected population 
growth, resulting in around 11,900 to 12,800 total households in South Maui by 2045. 

Figure 13. Projected Housing Units Needed to Accomodate Population Growth, South Maui 
(2020 to 2045) 

 
Households by Income 

Household income in South Maui is similar to elsewhere in Maui County. South Maui has a slightly 
smaller share of households (15 percent versus 19 percent countywide) earning $100,000 to 
$149,999 and a slightly higher share of households in the highest income category, those earning 
$150,000 and up (21 percent versus 19 percent countywide); (see Figure 14).  

No major changes to the spread or share of incomes within Maui County during the forecast years 
are assumed. 
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Figure 14. Households by Income Level (ESRI, 2020) 

 

Employment  

Maui and South Maui Employment Trends 

Tourism is the driving force behind Hawai i̒’s economy. Local residents are much more likely to 
have jobs in hotels, restaurants, retail, or recreation than on the U.S. continent. Maui County has 
a significantly smaller military presence and fewer government jobs than Oʻahu. Therefore, 
tourism plays a more significant role in Maui’s economy. In fact, the tourism industry is even more 
dominant in South Maui than in the rest of Maui County. Although South Maui is home to just 17 
percent of Maui County households, it has 43 percent of the county’s hotel rooms and 54 percent 
of its vacation rental units (per the 2019 Visitor Plant Inventory). 
 
Throughout the past decade, approximately 19 to 20 percent of total countywide jobs have been 
located in South Maui (see Figure 15). This proportion has held steady despite ups and downs in 
the national and state economy. Approximately 28 percent of Maui County’s heavily tourism–
based jobs (Accommodations, Food Services, Retail, and Arts/Recreation) are located in South 
Maui. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15. South Maui and Maui County Jobs (2007 to 2017) 
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Projected Job Growth 

The State produces official long-term employment forecasts for both the state and county levels, 
with the latest release covering 2018 to 2045. That forecast predicts long-term employment 
growth for Maui County to be slightly faster than statewide growth. It also projects a gradual 
decline in the rate of job growth for both the state and Maui County. The State forecast shows 
Maui County growing at 0.94 percent per year from 2020 to 2025, then slowing somewhat after 
each five-year period, reaching a 0.68 percent annual rate by 2040 to 2045 (see Figure 16).  As 
with population growth, we consider these official jobs forecast to represent a “high” growth 
scenario. For a more conservative low growth scenario, we assume that jobs will grow at the 
same annual rate as the low population growth scenario – decreasing moderately over time. 
 
Near-term growth (2020–2025) projections have been adjusted downward to reflect COVID-19 
impacts. Because the travel restrictions related to the pandemic are likely to have a more direct 
impact on employment than population, the adjustments here are larger than those used for 
population growth.  
 
 
 

Figure 16. Historical and Projected Job Growth Rates, Maui County (Low versus High Scenarios) 



 

 

South Maui | Population and Employment Forecast 
Page 17 
 

 

Figure 17. Projected South Maui Job Growth (2020 to 2045) 

 
The chart above shows how Maui County job growth translates into predictions for South Maui 
(see Figure 17). At the “low” end of the prediction range, it was assumed that South Maui will 
continue to account for about 19 percent of countywide jobs. At the “high” end, the analysis done 
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by the County in 2016 was followed. This assumes South Maui’s share of overall Maui jobs will 
rise over the years, reaching 24 percent by the 2040-2045 period. 
 
Total South Maui employment is predicted to reach 18,600 to 19,600 jobs by 2045, reflecting an 
addition of 3,100 to 4,100 jobs. Note that these historical job estimates and future projections are 
for the total count of wage and salary jobs, without regard to whether they are full-time or part-
time. Especially in the service and hospitality industries that are important in South Maui, it is 
quite common for one resident to have more than one job. This fact is not expected to change 
significantly going forward. 
 
Growth by Industry 
Not all industries in the state or county are growing at the same rate. The following table shows 
a detailed breakout of estimated current jobs by industry in 2020, followed by predicted 
employment growth by 2045 (see Figure 18). The rounded job totals shown for South Maui are 
based on an average of the high and low scenario projections. 
  
Jobs in the tourism-related industry, specifically those in accommodations and eating/drinking 
establishments, are growing fastest.  Retail (non-dining) is expected to see only modest growth 
(consistent with stagnant retail performance nationally in the face of competition from online 
sellers). Other industries likely to see moderate growth include construction, government, and 
health services.  
 
While these job growth projections are likely given current trends, employment growth is 
extremely sensitive to changes in the national and global economy and other unpredictable 
factors. These figures, therefore, should be viewed with extra caution, especially in light of the 
uncertainty provided by COVID-19. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 18. Estimated Current Jobs and Projected Job Growth by Industry, South Maui (2020 to 
2045, Average of High and Low Scenario) 
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Self-Employed 
The discussion in this section only deals with “wage and salary” jobs, and therefore excludes the 
self-employed who are a major part of the local workforce. Maui County is thought to have 
approximately 30,000 self-employed residents to go along with its 80,000+ wage and salary jobs3. 
There is no official current count of self-employed in South Maui, but the number is likely in the 
range of 6,000 to 7,000 and could grow to as high as 9,000 under the “high” growth scenario. 

                                                   
 
3 Statistics self-employment do not allow for ready separation of individuals who work for themselves in 
addition to one or more “wage and salary” jobs – a common situation in markets dominated by lower-
paying service employment. In 2015, the Hawaii Department of Labor reported that Maui County was home 
to 104,000 jobs (wage/salary plus self-employed), but just 81,000 employed people, meaning that at least 
23,000 jobs were held by people with multiple jobs. That measure of job overlap may well be understated, 
as lower wage part-time labor often relies on informal social networks with lax record-keeping (especially 
for self-employed work). 
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Experts generally agree that increased familiarity with working from home (especially after 
COVID-19/lockdown experiences) may help fuel growth in self-employed workers.  

Visitors 
Given the significance of tourism to Hawai‘i’s economy, the State constantly tracks the number 
of visitors to each major island, along with their spending and lodging habits. For each county, 
visitor activity is measured by the number of passenger arrivals by air, the number of occupied 
visitor units (hotel rooms and other rentals), and the average daily count of visitors. 
 
In 2019, Maui County had an average daily visitor count of just under 68,000. Figure 19, below, 
uses the State projections for Maui County as the basis for a “high” scenario prediction for South 
Maui, assuming a constant 39-percent share of countywide visitors. A “low” growth scenario for 
visitors anchors the conservative end of our forecast range, using the growth rates from the low 
population growth scenario from Figure 8. 
 
The count of visitors to Maui County has been greatly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Because of this, we use 2019 as the base year for projections. Visitor volumes are expected to 
rebound quickly once the pandemic has ended and travel restrictions return to normal. 
 
The high scenario growth yields an increase of 9,700 average daily visitors to South Maui by 2045, 
while the low scenario (matching population growth rates) results in 3,500 additional visitors over 
the same period. 
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Figure 19. Projected Average Daily Visitor Count, South Maui (2019 to 2045) 

 
 
*Because 2020 visitor counts are less than 30 percent of 2019’s due to the COVID-19 pandemic measures, we substituted 
2019 figures in our tables so that 25-year growth calculations will be more meaningful for planning purposes. 
 
As with the predictions shown here for population, jobs, and households, the forecast of new 
visitors is simply a continuation of already existing trends. Any growth in visitor counts would 
need to be supported by additional hotel or other rental guest units (typically about 3.25 visitors 
per unit in South Maui). Unless the community provides the necessary infrastructure and 
approves the necessary developments to support such growth, these levels are unlikely to be 
reached. 
 

Conclusion 
The purpose of this report is to predict how many new residents, visitors and jobs the community 
may need to accommodate between now and 2045. The table below summarizes the projections 
of this report (see Figure 20).  

Based on this analysis South Maui’s population is expected to grow by between 3,700 and 6,100 
residents over that period. Based on expected population growth and trends in household size, it 
is expected that the number of households will grow by 800 to 1,700 between 2020 and 2045. 
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Employment trends were used to predict how the number of local jobs may change by 2045. Total 
South Maui employment is predicted to reach 18,600 to 19,600 jobs by 2045, reflecting an 
addition of 3,100 to 4,100 jobs. This includes a moderate downward adjustment for job growth in 
the initial five-year period due to COVID-19 impacts. 
 
Finally, visitor trends were used to estimate how visitor numbers might change by 2045. Based 
on this assumption, the number of visitors in South Maui is anticipated to grow by 3,500 to 9,700 
average daily visitors between 2020 and 2045. Visitor growth is also expected to slow somewhat 
over the first two to three years due to COVID-19. This impact is reflected in both the high and low 
projections. 

Figure 20. Summary of Key Projections (South Maui, 2020 to 2045) 

 
2020  
(Est.)4 

2045  
(Low Scenario) 

2045  
(High Scenario) 

Population 28,700 32,400 
 (+3,700) 

34,800 
 (+6,100) 

Households 11,100 11,900 
 (+800) 

12,800 
 (+1,700) 

Jobs 15,500 18,600 
 (+3,100) 

19,600 
 (+4,100) 

Avg. Daily 
Visitors 26,500 30,000 

 (+3,500) 
36,200 

 (+9,700) 
 

  

                                                   
 
4 These values reflect adjustments due to likely impacts of COVID-19, affecting growth rates for jobs and 
visitors in the first 2-3 forecast years only. 
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